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The problem of Pessimism resolves itself into
two questions which admit of being kept distinct:
(a) The first is, Does life on the whole give, or can
it give, a balance of pleasure ? This is the funda-
mental question of the value of life as put by those,
whether optimists or pessimists, who assume that
" value " means " pleasure-value." If it be answered
in the negative, the hedonistic ideal must be the re-
duction of the adverse balance to the zero-point of
feeling striven after by Eastern ascetics, but, to all
appearance, obtained only and most easily by death.1
(6) The second question is, Does the evolution of life
lead to an increase of pleasure and diminution of
pain ? This is the question brought into promin-
ence in recent discussions, and of most importance
for the present inquiry; and upon an affirmative
answer to it Evolutionist Hedonism is plainly de-
pendent. To both questions v. Hartmann gives an
answer in the negative.

(a) If the pessimist view of life is correct, Mr (a) that life
Spencer holds,2 then " the ending of an undesirable
existence being the thing to be wished, that which
causes the ending of it must be applauded." And
this is so far true, though not necessarily true in
the way Mr Spencer thinks. For this undesirable
existence cannot, perhaps, be brought to a final con-
clusion merely by ending the individual life: this

1  Cf. Sidgwick, Methods of Ethics, 3d ed., p. 127.

2  Data of Ethics, p 26.